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Abstract of JP1 0304869 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To decompose a lipid existing in the cell wall of acid-fast bacteria and 
lyse the cell by treating acid-fast bacteria with an enzymatic agent having lipid-cleaving activity and 
protein-decomposition activity. 

SOLUTION: An acid-fast bacterium is treated with an enzymatic agent having lipid-cleaving activity and 
protein-decomposition activity. Preferably, the acid-fast bacterium is preparatorily treated with an 
enzymatic agent having protein-decomposition activity and then with an enzymatic agent having lipid- 
cleaving activity. The enzymatic agent having lipid-cleaving activity is preferably a lipase and the 
enzymatic agent having protein-decomposition activity is preferably one or more agents selected from 
trypsin, pronase, chymotrypsin, plasmin and subtilisin. 
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